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A. Background and Context 

In 2016, during the identification of the priority focus areas under Outcome 1 of the PAGE Country 

Log Frame (2016-19), consultations with both the PAGE National Steering Committee (NSC) and key 

stakeholders identified green economy indicators in South Africa as a focus area for PAGE’s support.  

Developing a national framework on green economy indicators would allow South Africa to monitor its 

progress toward a green economy, across a certain period of time, in the context of the Sustainable 

Development Goals and the Africa Agenda 2063. PAGE would assist South Africa in elaborating a 

Green Economy Progress National Framework as per PAGE’s Green Economy Progress (GEP) 

Measurement Framework1 methodology (Link).  

The GEP Measurement Framework allows countries to measure progress toward achieving 

development priorities at national and/or sub-national levels. In addition, the methodology helps track 

progress towards achieving key Sustainable Development Goals. The framework is set up based on 

two main components; on the one hand the Green Economy Progress Index i) measures the 

accumulation of capital –be it social, human, or natural and resource efficient, which serves as input for 

producing goods and services in an environmentally friendly manner; and ii) captures the transition in 

consumption, investment, government spending and trade toward such goods and services. The GEP 

Framework also includes a Dashboard of Sustainability, which comprises of indicators that monitor key 

stocks of capital that are essential for sustaining life on the planet including planetary boundary  

indicators such as ecological footprint, greenhouse gas emissions, land use and freshwater withdrawal.  

B. National Context 

In 2012, the Department of Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation (DPME) launched South Africa’s 

National Development Plan2 (NDP), a detailed blueprint for how the country can eliminate poverty and 

reduce inequality by the year 2030.  

The NDP is structured around 14 priority outcomes, which cover focus areas including education, 

health, safety and security, economic growth and employment, skills development, among others. 

Both Outcome 4, Decent Employment through Inclusive Economic Growth, and Outcome 10, 

Protecting and enhancing environmental assets and natural resources are of prime importance to an 

inclusive green economy transition in South Africa3.  

The implementation of the National Development Plan is planned through the five-years Medium 

Term Strategic Framework4 (MTSF) 2014-2019. The MTSF clearly sets out the actions and targets 

                                                                 
1 See PAGE (2017). Green Economy Progress Measurement Framework – Methodology. 
2 See The National Development Plan: A vision for 2030; https://www.brandsouthafrica.com/governance/ndp/the-national-
dev elopment-plan-a-v ision-for-2030  
3 Secondary outcomes of relevance to a Green Economy Transition are: Outcome 5  (Skilled and Capable Workforce), Outcome 6 
(Economic Infrastructure Network) and Outcome 12 (Inclusive Social Protection) are also of relevance to South Africa’s green 
economy transition. 
4 See https://www.brandsouthafrica.com/wp-
con tent/uploads/brandsa/2015/05/03_Medium_Term_Strategic_Framework_2014_2019.pdf  

http://www.un-page.org/green-economy-progress-measurement-framework
https://www.brandsouthafrica.com/governance/ndp/the-national-development-plan-a-vision-for-2030
https://www.brandsouthafrica.com/governance/ndp/the-national-development-plan-a-vision-for-2030
https://www.brandsouthafrica.com/wp-content/uploads/brandsa/2015/05/03_Medium_Term_Strategic_Framework_2014_2019.pdf
https://www.brandsouthafrica.com/wp-content/uploads/brandsa/2015/05/03_Medium_Term_Strategic_Framework_2014_2019.pdf
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that South Africa should achieve for the successful implementation of the NDP. Examples of MTSF’s 

targets include certain GDP growth rates, unemployment rates and CO2 emission reductions. 

Despite NDP’s relevance to a green economy transition, a national framework on indicators that 

monitor NDP’s progress on green economy is currently unavailable. PAGE is able to assist DPME in 

establishing a national framework on green economy indicators that is customized to monitor the 

implementation of the NDP, while using the targets put forth by the MTSF. The indicators framework’s 

results can also potentially inform the update of the next five-year MTSF in 2019.  

C. Proposed Roadmap and Timeline of Activities 

 

I- Organize an indicators stocktaking workshop.  Conduct a mapping of related green 

economy policy indicator frameworks and data currently available in South Africa and 

identify needs and learning gaps. This can be done through a stocktaking workshop and 

bilateral meetings with relevant stakeholders.  

Main outcome: The mapping exercise intends to give a clearer idea of how best to move forward with 

indicators for green economy policymaking in the country.   

II- Establish a National Framework for green economy indicators, based on PAGE’s 

Green Economy Progress Measurement Framework. The framework would monitor 

progress toward a green economy transition, based on South Africa’s National 

Development Plan (NDP) and Medium Term Strategic Framework while integrating SDG 

targets and the Africa Agenda 2063.  

Main outcome: The Department of Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation (DPME) in South Africa is 

able to implement and follow up on the National Green Economy progress framework. The framework 

would also inform the update of the MTSF for year 2019 and beyond. 

 

D. Timeline 

Date Activity Responsible Party 

27 March 
2018 

Present the proposed concept during South Africa’s National 
Steering Committee Meeting to seek members’ feedback. 

UN Environment 

31 March 

2018 

Further engage with local stakeholders on the proposed activity 

and collaborate with DPME, given their position as the host of the 
MTSF and NDP and vast expertise on national monitoring in South 
Africa. 

UN Environment, 

DPME 

Late April 

2018 

Conduct a technical training on the GEP Framework with national 

monitoring personnel at DPME.  
 
Main outcome: National monitoring experts at DPME are trained on 

the use of the GEP Framework and the potential of applying it to the 
National Context of South Africa. 

UN Environment, 

International Expert 
on Modelling, Local 
experts on 

monitoring 

Late April 
2018 

Hold PAGE’s Green Economy Indicators Workshop, at the back 
of the training. 

 
The workshop is targeted toward stakeholders from different  
departments to take stock of green growth monitoring initiatives 

already existing in South Africa. 
 
The workshop starts with brief introduction of PAGE’s planned 

activity. It may  be followed up with presentations of green economy 
relevant monitoring process currently used by existing 
initiatives/planning institutions in South Africa. The participants  

UN Environment, 
DPME, in 

collaboration with 
 
Department of 

Environmental 
Affairs, Department 
of Economic 

Development, 
Department of 
Science and 
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would then discuss the current landscape of monitoring processes, 
gaps, challenges, data availability and brainstorm on potential 
indicators for the GEP Framework. 

 
Main Outcome: The workshop will conclude with a concrete way 
forward including the development of an exhaustive list that depicts 

available data that can be integrated in the GEP Framework as well 
as a strategy for a strong uptake of results. The workshop will also 
identify specific national and SDG targets for the GEP Framework. 

Technology, 
Department of 
Water and 

Sanitation, 
Department of 
Trade and Industry, 

Center for Scientific 
and Industrial 
Research, etc. 

 

Late April – 
early August 
2018 

Based on the work plan identified in the stakeholder workshop,  
establish the GEP National Framework.  

UN Environment, 
DPME,  

September 

2018 

Present initial results at South Africa’s PAGE Ministerial 

Conference 

DPME 

September - 
October 
2018 

Results Uptake, Communication and Dissemination DPME, UN 
Environment,  

 


