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DRAFT Concept Note 

“Forum on Partnerships for Inclusive Green Economy: 

Joining up for Delivery on the 2030 Agenda” 

Wednesday 25 May, 2016 
12h00 – 13h45  [note new time] 

 
United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA-2)  

Nairobi, Kenya 
 

 
 

Co-hosts  

 H.E. Kimmo Tiilikainen, Minister of Agriculture and the Environment, Finland  

 Mr. Kwang-Hee NAM, Deputy Minister and Commissioner of the National Environmental 
Conflict Resolution Commission of the Ministry of Environment, Republic of Korea  

 Mr. Achim Steiner, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme  
 

Invited panelists 

 H.E. Manuel Pulgar-Vidal Otaróla, Minister of Environment, Peru (tbc) 

 H.E. Batio Bassiere, Minister of Environment, Green Economy and Climate Change, Burkina 

Faso (tbc)  

 Dr. Sanjaasuren Oyun, Outgoing President of United Nations Environment Assembly and 

Member of Parliament, Mongolia (tbc) 

 Mr. Yvo de Boer, Director-General of the Global Green Growth Institute  

 Mr. Nik Sekhran, Director for Sustainable Development, Bureau for Policy and Programme 
Support, United Nations Development Programme  

 Mr. Kees Van Der Ree, Coordinator Green Jobs Programme, International Labour 
Organisation  

 

Moderated by: Amina J. Mohammed, Minister of Environment, Nigeria (tbd)  
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Background and Context 

Global agreement on the 2030 Agenda offers an unrivalled opportunity to fundamentally alter the 

root causes of unsustainable development. The most important of these is the misallocation of 

capital to activities that generate economic benefits but increasingly has left a legacy of rising social 

and environmental externalities. These activities are often anchored in economic policies and 

practices, and sometimes deeply flawed national economic planning processes, that have historically 

promoted short term gains in income and GDP growth, while undermining natural wealth and the 

foundations of our collective prosperity.  

Both the UN system and national governments have recognized that achieving the goals and targets 

for the 2030 Agenda will require overcoming sectoral and institutional boundaries, and embracing a 

more integrated and coherent approach.   

Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 17, in particular, calls for innovative partnership to build 

synergies across silos of expertise.  This event will examine and celebrate a variety of innovative and 

path-breaking partnerships that demonstrate the collective ability and potential of UNEP and its 

partners to help countries deliver on the 2030 Agenda.   

The Partnership for Action on Green Economy (PAGE), the Green Growth Knowledge Platform 

(GGKP), the UNDP-UNEP Poverty-Environment Initiative (PEI), the Ten Year Framework of 

Programmes for Global Action on Sustainable Consumption and Production (10YFP), and the UN 

Programme on Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (UN-REDD) are just a 

few examples of UNEP and its partners joining forces to deliver a more coordinated and effective 

response to member state initiatives designed to drive forward an inclusive green economy. 

This event will draw on growing evidence that has emerged from countries about economic, social 

and environmental benefits that a transition to a greener and more inclusive economy offers for 

advancing the SDGs. The evidence is supported by a range of ‘green’ development strategies, 

practice and technologies that have evolved to enable prosperity for all whilst avoiding 

environmental degradation. So far, over 65 countries have embarked on green economy and related 

strategies, with 48 of them developing national green economy plans as the centrepiece of these 

strategies.   

The proposed event is to be organized by UNEP in partnership with the governments of Finland and 

the Republic of Korea.  It will centre on a high-level panel discussion on how new and innovative 

partnerships such as PAGE, PEI and others can deliver on the central challenge of the 2030 Agenda: 

creating the conditions for sustained and sustainable economic growth, with full employment.  As a 

backdrop to the discussion among policy makers and agency leaders in this field, the event will also 

serve as a forum for launching the UNEP’s new publication, “Uncovering Pathways to an Inclusive 

Green Economy:  A Summary for Leaders.” 
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Objectives and Expected Outcomes 

Countries taking the lead in placing sustained and sustainable economic growth into the heart of 

their national plans and strategies are offered a platform to inspire others by sharing their 

knowledge, best practices and lessons learned. There will be increased awareness among countries 

about the experiences of their peers on breaking down silos and deploying Inclusive Green Economy 

frameworks to develop integrated approaches to sustainable development. Knowledge will also be 

shared on partnerships and initiatives that aspire to be “fit for purpose” and can support interested 

countries in achieving SDGs.  

The proposed event is expected to attract ministers, heads of delegations, other government 

officials, experts from multiple research fields, and policymakers. It will take place during the high-

level segment of UNEA 2 in order to facilitate the presence of ministers and inform their exchange of 

ideas at the high level event. The expected number of participants is 200-300. Food will already be 

served on the tables before the start of the event to save time. 

Session Flow and Draft Agenda 

The suggested choreography includes three main sections:  

1) Welcome remarks by UNEP ED including the launch of UNEP publication on IGE (short video 

of 5 minutes at the start of the event) and welcome remarks by co-hosts, Minister of 

Environment, Finland and the Deputy Minister of Environment, Korea from the podium  

2) Moderated panel discussion with Ministers of Environment from Burkina Faso, Mongolia and 

Peru and representatives from UNDP and ILO 

3)  Moderated Q & A with the audience including invited comments from seated ministers and 

closing remarks  

The event is expected to last approximately 1 hour and 45 minutes. The UNEP Executive Director will 

give a welcoming address to introduce the theme of the discussion and launch the UNEP publication 

‘Uncovering Pathways Towards An Inclusive Green Economy: A Summary for Leaders’. A short video 

(5 minutes) featuring UNEP’s work on IGE from its launch in 2008 until today will be played at the 

start of the event. The UNEP ED will introduce Ministers of Environment from the Republic of Korea 

and Finland, co-hosts of the event. Both ministers will give a brief welcoming address from the 

podium. 

The panellists will be seated in a semicircle in front of the audience. The panel discussion will 

proceed according to a Davos style discussion: each panellist will be given the floor to respond to an 

introductory question posed by the moderator. Two rounds of conversation will follow. To make it  

more interactive discussion for the seated VIPs, the moderator will ask for comments /remarks from 

the seated Ministers (according to scripted questions targeted to different ministers and other 

guests seated at the VIP tables).  



        
 

        
 

4 
 

The moderator will then open the floor for comments and questions and revert to the panel 

including invited comments from the Ministers from other countries (e.g. UAE, Ethiopia, Norway and 

other countries) seated at the VIP head tables with UN senior representatives.  

Suggested timeline for the event 

12:00 – 12:15 Buffet Opens – Participants Seated 

12:15 - 12:30 Opening Remarks and Launch of IGE Publication 
UNEP’s Executive Director opens the event and announces the publication of the 
Inclusive Green Economy, followed by welcome remarks by the Minister of 
Environment from Finland and Deputy Minister from the Republic of Korea.  
 

12:30 - 13: 15 Interactive Panel Discussion  
Moderated panel discussion featuring high-level representatives of the following 
national governments and organizations: 
 

 Ministers of Environment ( Peru, Burkina Faso) 

 Member of Parliament, Mongolia and outgoing UNEA President  

 GGGI Director-General  

 ILO Senior Representative  

 UNDP Senior Representative 
 

To make the panel discussion more interactive, the moderator will ask involving the 
seated ministers on VIP head tables according to the scripted questions targeted to 
each of the ministers and other VIPs.  
 
Note: Dr. Oyun (outgoing president of UNEA) will leave at 13:00 to attend another 
event.  
 

13:15 - 13:40 Moderated Q & A with audience including invited comments from other ministers 
(UAE, Norway, Ethiopia, Switzerland) and other VIPs (DG Env, UN Agencies) at VIP 
tables  
 

13:40 - 1345 Closing remarks – Moderator and Special Guests 

 

 

Contacts and further details 

- Steven Stone, Chief, Economy and Trade Branch, UNEP, steven.stone@unep.org  

- Asad Naqvi, Head a.i., Advisory Services, UNEP, asad.naqvi@unep.org  

- Chiara Moroni, Communications Expert, UNEP, chiara.moroni@unep.org  

- Hameed Jamali, PAGE Team, UNEP, hameedullah.jamali@unep.org 
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