
                                                                            

 

 

 

Concept Note 

“Media Roundtable:  Are we on the same PAGE  

for the 2030 Agenda?” 
 

Thursday, 26 May 2016 
16:00 – 17:00 at the UNEP Media Centre  

United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA-2)  
Nairobi, Kenya 

 

Welcome Remarks  

 Mr. Achim Steiner, Executive Director, the United Nations Environment Programme  

 Mr. Nik Sekhran, Director for Sustainable Development, Bureau for Policy and Programme 

Support, United Nations Development Programme 

Invited panelists  

 H.E. Arzybek  Kojoshev, Minister of Economy, Kyrgyz Republic (tbc) 

 H.E. Denis Lowe, Minister of Environment and Drainage, Barbados  

 H.E. Pedro Taques, Governor Mato Grosso State, Brazil (tbc) 
 

Invited contributions  

 H.E. Bomo Edna Molewa, Minister for Environmental Affairs, South Africa 

 Mr. Jochen Flasbarth, State Secretary, Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature 

Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety, Germany  

 Mr. Kwang-Hee NAM, Deputy Minister and Commissioner of the National Environmental 
Conflict Resolution Commission of the Ministry of Environment, Republic of Korea  

 H.E. Dr Thani bin Ahmed Al-Zeyoudi, Minister, Climate Change and Environment, United 
Arab Emirates 

 H.E. Vidar Helgesenm,  Minister for Climate  and the Environment, Norway  

 Mr. Karmenu Vella, Commissioner for the Environment, Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, 

European Commission  

 
Moderator 

Mr. Pavan Sukhdev, UNEP Goodwill Ambassador  

 

 



                                                                            

 

 

Background and context 

The Partnership for Action on Green Economy (PAGE) was conceived in Rio+20 in response to the 

call to support those countries wishing to embark on greener and more inclusive growth trajectories.  

PAGE seeks to put sustainability at the heart of economic policies and practices to advance the 2030 

Agenda. Bringing together the expertise of five UN agencies – the UN Environment Programme 

(UNEP), the International Labour Organization (ILO), the UN Industrial Development Organization 

(UNIDO), the UN Development Programme (UNDP), and the UN Institute for Training and Research 

(UNITAR) - PAGE has been assisting partner countries to embark on inclusive green economy 

trajectories since 2013. Currently, eight countries are officially included into the Partnership and 

receive direct support from PAGE: Burkina Faso, China (Jiangsu Province), Ghana, Mauritius, 

Mongolia, Peru, Senegal and South Africa. 

 

PAGE represents a mechanism to coordinate UN action to assist countries in achieving and 

monitoring the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), especially SDG 8: Promote inclusive and 

sustainable economic growth, employment and decent work for all, given its clear focus on 

generating sustainable growth, employment, income and wealth in an inclusive manner while 

reducing environmental risks. Achieving the SDGs will require deepening and expanding bilateral and 

multilateral advisory mechanisms, networks, and partnerships such as PAGE to support countries. 

This is called for by SDG 17: Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global 

partnership for sustainable development.  

Objectives and expected outcomes 

The event will celebrate the joining of three new countries to the PAGE community: Barbados, 

Kyrgyz Republic and Brazil (Mato Grosso State) in a handshake event with the press, PAGE funding 

partners and PAGE agency partners. The media roundtable will provide an opportunity to engage in 

a discussion on the importance of partnerships for achieving the SDGs. The purpose is to 

demonstrate that cross-disciplinary and deep institutional partnerships, of the kind called for in SDG 

17, are possible and in fact in place to deliver on key aspects of the 2030 Agenda, including 

sustainable and inclusive growth with full employment. The event will enhance visibility of 

participating countries and agencies wishing to accentuate their commitment to sustainability, in 

particular by focusing on the key role of greening economic policies and setting a new frame for 

defining and measuring economic performance. 

Session flow and choreography 

The media roundtable is expected to last approximately 1 hour and is divided in the following four 

“acts” or segments: 

Act I (5 minutes): The moderator will request UN PAGE agencies (UNEP, UNDP and ILO) to come to 

the stage and provide very brief welcoming remarks while standing.  

 



                                                                            

 

Act II (15 Minutes): The moderator will then invite an existing PAGE partner country and PAGE 

funding partners (South Africa, UAE, Germany, Korea, Norway, EC), following this order to come to 

stage and join the PAGE UN agencies already standing at the stage. At this point, other PAGE partner 

agencies (ILO, UNITAR and UNIDO) will also join on the stage. The moderator poses targeted 

(scripted questions) to each of the country /organisation for very brief remarks about importance of 

partnerships, and role of PAGE in achieving the Agenda 2030.  

Act III (20 minutes):  The moderator will welcome the new PAGE countries: Kyrgyz Republic, 

Barbados, and Brazil (Mato Grosso State) to come on stage and join the panellists, each in turn to 

receive a copy of the PAGE Operational Strategy, shake hands with Ministers and VIPs onstage, and 

give their remarks on joining PAGE. When all partners are on-stage, a group photo will be taken to 

commemorate the event. 

Act IV (15 minutes): All the guests will go down and take front row seats, except for the three new 

PAGE countries who will be seated on stage.  The moderator will then open the floor for questions 

from the media and revert to the new PAGE countries (seated on the stage) and other guests (PAGE 

funding partners, UN Agencies and PAGE partner countries) seated in reserved front row seats for a 

short interactive discussion.  

Seating arrangement 

All the guests will be standing at the stage for Acts I - III. Only the new PAGE countries (Kyrgyz 

Republic, Barbados, and Mato Grosso State of Brazil) will be seated for the question and answer 

session with the media during Act IV, and all additional PAGE partners will be seated in the audience. 

  



                                                                            

 

Suggested timeline for the event 

Time Segment Key Participants Comments 

16:00-16:05 “Act I”  -
Welcome 
Remarks 

Achim Steiner, Executive Director, UNEP 
Nick Sekhran, UNDP Director for Sustainable 
Development, Bureau for Policy and 
Programme Support 

Moderator invites PAGE 
representatives (UNEP, 
UNDP and ILO) to the 
stage to give brief 
welcoming remarks  

16:05-16:20 “Act II” - 
Invited 
Contributions 
from PAGE 
Partners  

H.E. Bomo Edna Molewa, Minister for 
Environmental Affairs, South Africa 
H.E. Dr Thani bin Ahmed Al-Zeyoudi, Minister, 
Climate Change and Environment, United Arab 
Emirates 
Mr. Jochen Flasbarth, State Secretary, Federal 
Ministry for the Environment, Nature 
Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety, 
Germany  
Mr. Kwang-Hee NAM, Deputy Minister and 
Commissioner of the National Environmental 
Conflict Resolution Commission of the Ministry 
of Environment, Republic of Korea  
H.E. Vidar Helgesenm,  Minister for Climate  
and the Environment, Norway  
Mr. Karmenu Vella, Commissioner for the 
Environment, Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, 
European Commission  
Representatives from PAGE partners agencies 
(ILO, UNITAR, UNIDO) also join on the stage 
 

Short comments to 
targeted questions in the 
following order:  South 
Africa (partnerships for 
IGE for national 
development goals); UAE 
(support for PAGE and 
2020 Ministerial 
conference);  Germany 
(upcoming PAGE 
ministerial in Berlin);  
Korea and Norway 
(commitment for PAGE 
support for2016-2020); 
EC (new funding for 
PAGE)  

16:20-16:40 “Act III” - 
New 
countries join 
PAGE 

H.E. Arzybek  Kojoshev, Minister of Economy, 
Kyrgyz Republic  

H.E. Denis Lowe, Minister of Environment and 
Drainage, Barbados  
H.E. Pedro Taques, Governor Mato Grosso 
State (Brazil)  
 

Ministers are invited to 
stage one by one and 
welcomed - with 
congratulatory 
handshakes - to make 
brief remarks, and 
receive copies of PAGE 
Operational strategy 

16:40-16:55 “Act IV”- 
Exchange 
with Media 

H.E. Arzybek  Kojoshev, Minister of Economy, 
Kyrgyz Republic  

H.E. Denis Lowe, Minister of Environment and 
Drainage, Barbados  
H.E. Pedro Taques, Governor Mato Grosso 
State (Brazil)  
 
Questions from media and reactions from 
panelists 

All guests leave the stage 
to sit down at the front 
chairs/tables except the 
new PAGE countries,  
who are seated on stage 
for an interactive 
question and answer 
session with the media.  

16:55-17:00 Closing Moderator – with thanks to media and 
organizers 

And a special mention of 
upcoming PAGE Academy 
at Turin and PAGE 



                                                                            

 

Ministerial in Berlin 2017 

 

Contacts for further details 

UNEP contacts 

- Steven Stone, Chief, Economy and Trade Branch, UNEP, steven.stone@unep.org  

- Asad Naqvi, Head a.i., Advisory Services, UNEP, asad.naqvi@unep.org  

- Chiara Moroni, Communications Expert, UNEP, chiara.moroni@unep.org  

- Hameed Jamali, PAGE Team, UNEP, hameedullah.jamali@unep.org  

 

UNDP contacts: 

- Tim Scott, Environment Advisor, BPPS/SD, tim.scott@undp.org  

ILO contacts: 

- Kees Van Der Ree, Coordinator Green Jobs Programme, ILO,  vanderree@ilo.org  

- Moustapha Kamal Gueye, Green Jobs Policy Specialist, ILO,  gueye@ilo.org  
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