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PAGE Partners’ Management Response 

to 

Joint Donor Inception Review of PAGE1 

 

1.  Introduction 

 

The agencies that comprise the Partnership for Action on Green Economy - PAGE – welcome 

the Joint Donor Inception Review and are grateful for the recommendations and suggestions 

it contains. PAGE and the agencies that comprise it are deeply committed to learning, and 

embrace the opportunity that the review presents for continued growth and improvement. 

 

In particular, the PAGE team would like to express their thanks to the Inception Review 

Team, Lauren Naville Gisnas (NORAD), Nadia Lamhamandaz (European Commission – DG 

DevCo), Philipp Ischer (SECO, Switzerland) and Jeonseok Lee (Korea Environment Institute) 

whose hard work, curiosity and commitment to sustainability are evident in every page. 

 

The PAGE team wholeheartedly embraces the suggestions and recommendations set forth 

in the Inception Review.   While some differences in emphasis may exist, at the outset it is 

important to recognize that PAGE is a work in progress, and benefits tremendously from the 

collective learning and sharing of experiences from so many dedicated professionals. 

 

The purpose of the Management Response is to highlight the areas that the PAGE team 

considers to be of highest priority, and to serve as a discussion piece and guide for the build 

out and deployment of PAGE over the coming 2-3 years. 

 

2. Context 

 

2014 was another year of firsts, ones that go well beyond the small universe of PAGE.   It 

was one of the hottest years on record, with new extremes hit in several months.  New 

evidence on the pressing issue of biodiversity loss, water and clean air scarcities, as well as 

growing social inequalities and persistent poverty in the face of a stagnant and sputtering 

economic recovery, marked the year. 

 

On the upside, the international community made significant progress in defining a set of 

Sustainable Development Goals that will have universal application and set the goal posts 

for the post-2015 agenda.  Agreements reached in Lima at the climate summit suggest that 

countries are assuming each their shares of emissions reductions as good global citizens. 

 

Against this backdrop, PAGE clearly has resonance – or as the Inception Review calls it, “this 

partnership could become the way forward at country level to achieve the SDG’s.”  The 

central premise of PAGE – that policy decisions that shape the economic profile and 

contours of employment, inequality and environmental sustainability should remain at the 

                                                           
1
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center of its focus – is not called into question, but indeed reinforced by the findings of the 

Review.   As the Inception Review notes, “A leadership role for green economy is up for 

grabs at the global level; nothing prevents PAGE from taking that role building on its 

outcome, expertise, and knowledge developed at the national level.” 

 

Further, it is clear that PAGE brings substantial assets to the table, including the social capital 

embodied in the partnership and a set of emerging and guiding principles for country 

engagement to catalyze policy reform and change.2   What then is missing or can be 

improved is brought forward in the sections that follow, including a look at the way forward 

into the medium term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
2
 The Review notes that “one of the major successes of the partnership relies on the people who are involved.  

The personal relationships are strong and key people seem to be making the partnership work.”  pp. 18 
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3. Management Response – Key elements for a forward looking agenda of change 

 

In the sections that follow, reference is made to the key points and recommendations from the Inception Review in respective tables together with  

the core elements of the PAGE management response, which were discussed and agreed at the 14-16 January 2015 PAGE Partners’ retreat.    

 

a.)  PAGE’s Added Value and Level of Ambition  

Recommendations under section 2.2 PAGE Management response 
PAGE should work on pushing the GE agenda 
within the UN by using its convening power.  

 

PAGE is prepared to play this role. As a vehicle for mobilization it reaches out to work in collaboration with many other UN 
agencies, bringing in their respective expertise as and where needed. Linkages within the UN system at the country level 
will materialize especially through stronger engagement with UNCT, and further conceptualization of its role in exit 
strategy for PAGE and the institutionalization of green economy strategies. For broader coordination mechanisms, PAGE 
was suggested by the UN Environment Management Group as a mechanism that can play a promotional role for the Green 
Economy portfolio in EMG (from the earlier Issues Management Group on GE). 
 

A leadership role for green economy is up for 
grabs at the global level; nothing prevents PAGE 
from taking that role building on its outcome, 
expertise and knowledge developed at the 
national level.  
 

PAGE aims to become the global reference and source of policy guidance for implementing the Rio +20 decision on green 
economy. The opportunities generated through the post-2015 Development Agenda and SDGs process are increasingly 
important. At the global level, PAGE can demonstrate leadership by outlining thematic and programmatic links between 
SDGs and green economy, and highlighting the value of the GE approach as a principal means of SDG implementation. At 
the country level, PAGE can advance linkages between a green economy and the SDG implementation processes through 
advocacy, institutional capacity development, mobilization of finance, and monitoring and evaluation. PAGE partners will 
closely monitor the development of the global and country level adoption of SDG language.  
 
PAGE partners have agreed to produce a note on the green economy and SDGs explaining the current thematic 
programme links between the SDGs, broader GE offer and PAGE. Reference to SDGs will also be embedded in all relevant 
planning and strategic PAGE documents, subject to further revision as the goals are finalized. PAGE partners are also 
planning side events linked to the SDG schedule in 2015. 

 
PAGE partner agencies should reflect on the gaps 
between the expressed ambitions and the 
current strategy of having a light PAGE; this has a 
direct impact on the level of resources allocated 
to country interventions. Cost-benefit analyses 
should be conducted and budgetary tools 
tailored for that analysis. The PEI model should 
be looked at.  

Partners have agreed to drop the distinction between comprehensive and light approaches as it was neither appropriately 
descriptive nor the right image we were trying to portray. An indicative duration of country engagement is set as four 
years for deploying resources from the global PAGE programme, while noting that countries may be starting from different 
points and as well each may progress at a different pace. Our desire is of course for a strong and in-depth engagement 
that has lasting impact. Such an engagement, towards meeting our goal of 30 countries would be subject to longer-term 
financial commitments to enable proper planning.  
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 In addition we recognize the catalytic nature of PAGE. The partnership sees itself not as a single transformative factor, but 
rather as a facilitator and partner, especially at the country level, putting in place various soft infrastructure needs and 
paving the way for national level actors to take over activities following the four years period -- moving from hands-on to 
hands-off. For the overall objective to promote green investments, PAGE can be seen as vehicle that organizes space for 
financing opportunities realized by other actors.  
 
PAGE partners also acknowledge the need to tailor the various country support mechanisms against the desired outcome 
and impact-level and are working on a revised logical framework which seeks to provide realistic goals, objectives and 
results indicators what PAGE can achieve during a limited timeframe it engages with countries.   
 
PAGE will take into consideration the operational modalities and lessons learned from PEI, and work to benefit from 
networks with Ministries of Finance. At our recent PAGE retreat, we dedicated a session to this connection. Contacts are 
well established between PAGE and PEI and dialogue is on-going. Advantage is being taken that the two PEI partner 
agencies are also both partners in PAGE. In countries where PEI has been operating since some time, e.g. Burkina Faso, 
working with PEI and through their structures has been part of the PAGE approach.  

 
PAGE agencies should reflect on the role of the 
UN Resident Coordinator and the best way to 
involve civil society and vulnerable groups in 
their country work.  

 

Both during country selection process and PAGE implementation, respective Resident Coordinators will be brought in 
more closely to provide expert’s assessment on different countries’ potential to receive PAGE support and facilitate 
engagement of UNCT member in addition to PAGE partners. In some cases the PAGE coordinator is based in the RC’s 
office. This engagement also facilitates the integration of PAGE results into UNDAFs. Other efforts noted above to take 
advantage of PEI processes are also relevant here. 
 
PAGE partners are working already with partner Governments to actively reach out to civil society at the country level.  
In all countries PAGE includes civil society organizations and the private sector in the inception and implementation phase 
with a view to engage them actively in the prioritization and realization of national and sectoral green economy strategies.  
  

PAGE should demonstrate and communicate 
externally on how it delivers more as a 
partnership than as by individual agency work.  

 

PAGE partners agree as this is our strength.  We note the inception review noted some successes in this area as countries 
sometimes are not sure which agency they are working with necessarily (a positive sign of partnership). 
 
This is nonetheless a continuing goal and will be further materialized through the establishment of the common PAGE 
website and development of joint communication and presentation material, thus building the corporative image of PAGE. 
PAGE collaboration is also demonstrated in PAGE side events in conjunction of relevant international conferences. These 
provide space for national partners to reflect on national PAGE activities in respective countries, highlighting PAGE as a 
joint effort.   
 
The joint approach is also demonstrated in global and national training provided by PAGE. The Academy on the Green 
Economy, for example, demonstrated clearly how the initiative brings together and interlinks the expertise of all 
contributing UN agencies.  
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b.) Work at Country Level including for Country Selection 

Recommendations under section 2.3 PAGE Management response 
PAGE partners are encouraged to test the 
“application process” for the next selection 
phases  
 

PAGE partners acknowledge the need for using a more systematic selection process and are putting this in place for new 
countries joining from April 2015 onwards. This will include revised selection criteria and additional documentation, with 
candidate countries suggesting up-front key areas for PAGE support before advancing further with the selection. Interest 
and commitment by key ministries will be a precondition for engagement. A wider call for applications is contingent on 
longer-term funding. This topic will be further elaborated in the revised Medium-term work plan and the country selection 
guidelines shared prior to the next DSC meeting.  
 

Consider establishing a mechanism to better 
reflect donors’ considerations on country 
selection 

Members of the DSC will be consulted on the protocol to be adopted for country application and will be asked for 
guidance in the final selection. 

Fitting to the national path is key to initiate the 
work of bringing transformational change 

PAGE aligns country-level support closely with the national development targets and policies and also aims to engage with 
key decision making structures in a given country. This “strategic fit” will be clarified in the application process (i.e. one of 
the selection criteria). 
 
During the inception phase and stocktaking, PAGE identifies relevant policies and actors at national level, providing a 
mechanism to build complementarities and create synergies with similar initiatives and avoid overlapping activities. 
Engagement with national institutions in terms of providing capacity building and training is seen as crucial, in addition to 
working in synergy with country offices of PAGE donors. 

  
A cross-sector approach should be sought from 
the beginning 

PAGE will continue to work with a cross-sectoral approach.  In the first instance a more structured country selection 
process and engagement with all key ministries at the “application” process (as noted above) will instill a cross-sector 
approach from the outset.  Further, the joined engagement of the five agencies in a country – starting with a joint scoping 
mission – allows for each agency to mobilize their constituencies from the beginning.  Reference is also made to the UNCT 
engagement above which will assist in maintaining a cross-sector engagement. 
 

Management of expectations should continue to 
be one of the first priorities when starting the 
work in a country and should go hand-in-hand 
with all communication work 

PAGE partners will continue to put emphasis on this. Managing expectations will be addressed through the revised country 
selection process, where countries will be more involved in the mapping and proposing potential areas of support already 
in the application phase. It is also expected that a clearer definition of what PAGE can offer – the applied analytics and 
policy support – will help ensure expectations are in line with potential delivery. 

 
The PAGE response should improve involvement 
especially of civil society and the private sector 

PAGE has been successful in direct outreach towards private sector and civil society, in particular obtaining strong 
participation and interest in the context of national and global training. However, more work is needed in the effort to 
advocate for governments’ continued engagement with civil society and the private sector, including as part of the PAGE 
governance mechanisms. This, too, is part of the notion of inclusion of green economy strategies and the related support 
of PAGE.  The involvement of all parties is crucial for the type of systemic change envisaged, especially in terms of shifting 
investments and business models where the private sector plays a crucial role.  
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Assess the usefulness of national PAGE setup 
committees in initial countries to learn lessons 
for the setup of committees in future PAGE 
partner countries.  
 

PAGE seeks to utilize existing national structures to the extent possible, e.g. for the national steering committees on 
sustainable development. In most countries, PAGE has worked with pre-existing country-led steering committees, and will 
continue to do so. The PAGE partners believe that where relevant and appropriate, the use of existing structures will assist 
in cross-sector integration and greater sustainability of PAGE efforts. PAGE will also seek guidance from similar 
programmes like PEI and SWITCH. 

 

 

c.) Work at the Global Level 

Recommendations under section 2.4 PAGE Management response 
A clear division of labor between UNITAR and ILO 
needs to be established in terms of training and 
capacity building offers.  

 

The demand for capacity building on green economy concepts, policies, strategies and tools has been expressed by all 
country partners. PAGE is responding through e-learning courses, standardization of training materials, in-country training, 
regional workshops and a bi-annual global Academy on Green Economy. When designing country programmes, early 
agreement of lead roles is ensured, engaging all PAGE partners in the actual delivery of relevant capacity building products 
in line with their respective comparative technical competencies and building on their particular strengths and networks. 
  
PAGE ensures close coordination and a clear division of roles and responsibilities among ILO and UNITAR through regular 
discussions in the PAGE Technical Committee and bi-lateral interactions. ILO coordinates and implements the capacity 
building at regional and global level, applying and validating the PAGE training materials.  It does so with the support of 
ILO's International Training Centre in Turin. UNITAR ensures the design and effective delivery of the e-learning products, 
compiles and publishes common PAGE training packages, and develops a practitioners' network of training institutions, 
with a view to expanding and sustaining PAGE capacity building 

 
In-country needs should remain the priority 
when developing and delivering research and 
training products.  

 

Country demand and needs will guide and prioritize the PAGE offer in research and capacity development. All related 
PAGE outputs will therefore be typically action-oriented and, in case of global products such as training curricula, 
customized to the national context and level of GE advancement. The design and implementation of regional and global 
events, such as the bi-annual PAGE conference and the Academy on Green Economy, will build upon country experience 
and seek to address specific knowledge gaps and address complementary capacity building needs. 
 
These events are also instrumental in the fostering of a global community of practice and enhance leadership for national 
implementation. Peer-to-peer exchange is a key methodology in this context, using triangular and South-South networks 
relevant for green economy. Similarly, in identifying candidates for global e-learning courses, emphasis is placed on 
engaging participants from PAGE partner countries developing basic competencies and facilitating knowledge sharing 
across PAGE countries. 
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d.) Governance of PAGE  

Recommendations under section 2.5 PAGE Management response 
Report on in-kind contributions from partner 
agencies 
 

PAGE partners will indicate the level and costs of their in-kind contributions. There are still issues of consistency and level 
of detail in in-kind reporting to be addressed among the agencies. Indicative figures are available covering 2015 onwards. 

Ensure that the cohesiveness and harmonious 
working relationship goes beyond individuals and 
is more institutionalized within the five agencies. 
Develop solid documents detailing the roles and 
responsibilities of each agency and the 
relationship between the five agencies. 

All PAGE partners have signed a MoU to lay the foundation for the partnership. As well, the green economy portfolio is 
already institutionalized in each agencies’ structures and units and teams, rather than individuals, contribute to PAGE. 
More work will be done to further embed PAGE more widely in each agency’s work beyond the GE portfolio and the 
evolving strategic priorities of the agencies, particularly in the Post-2015 development and climate change agenda.  
 
Different roles and responsibilities have been defined across the technical team for each country and work stream, with a 
single agency entrusted with lead partner. Finally, draft guidelines to codify and enhance common approaches and 
processes among partners at global and national level have been developed and will be finalized in 2015.  

 
Collect lessons learned, as well as document the 
partnership between the five agencies as an 
example of inter-UN agency collaboration (ONE 
UN). The agencies explained that the starting 
process (especially) was a big learning curve for 
them and this is then worth documenting as 
lessons learned for more effective UN 
programming. 

PAGE can contribute to lessons in these areas, while noting that lessons of UN joint programmes and approaches have 
already been documented in UNDG guidelines. These lessons can be shared through the new UNDG WG on Programming, 
the UNDG Working Groups on Sustainable Development, as well as the revised set of UNDAF/UNCT guidance materials to 
be planned in the next 1-2 years. In addition, initial efforts to share PAGE and broader GE experiences through UNDG 
demand-driven webinars targeting the RC network and UNCTs in countries where PAGE is not yet active, can be continued.  
  
PAGE has also spent much of the past year and January 2015 retreat reflecting on how to align itself further with lessons 
available from the UNDG and similar source of information, including donor evaluations and QCPR recommendations. In 
part as a result, the PAGE results framework at the global  and country level, and its operations manual have been revised 
to align with UNDG joint programming guidelines, including coordination through RCs and UNCTs as noted above and 
below.   

 
The concentration of responsibility at the PAGE 
Secretariat may be a bottleneck at country level 
where the communication needs are seen as a 
critical factor of success. For instance, the 
Poverty-Environment Facility (PEF) of PEI with 
mixed UNDP and UNEP staff may be a model to 
look at in the future for the PAGE Secretariat, 
especially as the partnership engages in several 
new countries. Others initiatives may also be 
looked at including those where the model is not 
assessed as successful. 

PAGE partners are committed to strengthening the secretariat function. In the 2015 work plan additional resources have 
been allocated to it. Inter-agency staffing in the secretariat and further increasing its capacity, following the PEI model, can 
be considered in the future contingent with work program needs and corresponding flow of funding. Other delivery and 
business models may also be considered, depending on the expansion pathway that PAGE takes in servicing country 
demand. 
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e.) Communications  

Recommendations under section 2.6 PAGE Management response 
PAGE communication especially towards donors 
but also in terms of sharpening the message on 
what PAGE does should be discussed regularly 
and in particular at the next steering committee 
meeting in November 2014.  
 

PAGE partners acknowledge the need to improve communication towards donors, both more in depth and with greater 
frequency and as well at both global and country level. A priority is to finalize all key operational and planning documents, 
on which further communication can be based, as well as the website as a central feature for communication. In 
particular, narrative descriptions of PAGE country level progress towards results will be a focus. Communications strategy 
will also be revised before the next DSC based on comments received, specifying particular tools to improve the donor 
communication, such as introducing coordination teleconferences on country engagement and planning.  
 
PAGE partners have proposed introducing a regular e-newsletter and more systematic involvement of donors through 
periodic coordination calls for country engagement and outreach. 
 

The exchange of information with donors on the 
midterm programming including budget should 
be improved. Documents discussed at the DSC 
should be sent upfront (minimum 2 weeks) in a 
draft form. Communication around results and 
challenges should also be more regular. 

PAGE partners acknowledge the need for information on the medium-term planning and budgeting and have put the 
further development of the medium-term plan as priority before the next DSC meeting. Now referred as Medium-Term 
Strategy for 2015-2017 (as opposed to annual work plans) the document will build on the adjusted results-framework 
developed in the PAGE agencies’ retreat in January 2015. The annual report will build around results and 
challenges/lessons but more regular communication is also envisaged by partners through other means. PAGE will make 
all effort to ensure submission of key documents to donors two weeks in advance of DSC meetings as a standard 
procedure.   

 
A coordination mechanism should be established 
among donors to ensure regular exchanges and 
coordinated responses to common issues related 
to PAGE. 

PAGE secretariat and partners stand ready to assist with this as requested and hope that the additional communication 
actions we are putting in place (see above) may help facilitate greater action between donors as well. 

PAGE communication nationally should not only 
focus on promoting PAGE but on GE in a broader 
sense as well. 

Promotion of GE beyond PAGE is the broader intention of the PAGE website. At the same time, PAGE has monitored 
carefully other platforms for providing green economy/green growth information and will draw in this information through 
direct links to the GGKP website to avoid duplication. Collaboration is established with GGKP for this purpose and will be 
further strengthened in the future.  

 
PAGE management board should make sure that 
the resources for communication are reflected in 
the annual operational plan and reflect the 
multifaceted nature of this work. 

Resources for communication can be reflected more clearly in future operational planning documents. So far, resources 
for communication related to specific products or events are included under activities for knowledge sharing (output 4) 
and broader communication tools are listed as distinct resources.  
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f.) Operational Tools and Programming 

Recommendations under section 2.7.2 PAGE Management response 
Finalize the operational guidelines and share 
them with donors and partner countries.  
 

There are two draft documents that PAGE partners have developed: Operational guidelines as reference for UN PAGE 
partners and guidelines for developing a national PAGE partnership (for sharing with country partners and other partners). 
PAGE partners will update the documents for sharing ahead of the next DSC meeting and then make them available on 
PAGE website.  
 

When developing operational programming, 
budgeting should clearly indicate funding gaps 
which should inform the funding mobilization 
strategies including through a clear and swift 
communication to current donors. 

PAGE partners have started to develop the medium-term work plan for the next three years and shared a draft with 
donors, indicating the current funding situation as well as funding needs to meet PAGE ambitions for continuation and 
scaling up. The medium-term work plan is revised based on discussion in the PAGE retreat among PAGE agencies in 
January 2015. 

 

 

g.) Resource Mobilization and Financial Management 

Recommendations under section 2.7.3 PAGE Management response 
PAGE partners should develop an annual and 
midterm budgeting exercise that enables them 
to improve their fundraising and ensure a more 
stable and predictable funding situation. 
 

PAGE partners agree on the need for advance budgeting and planning, which need to be better reflected in the medium-
term strategy (see above). In this context PAGE partners are working on a resource mobilization strategy as well. 

As PAGE evolves, there might be a need to 
reflect on what financial/budgeting information 
would be interesting to analyze and report on for 
partner agencies, countries and donors. This 
could be used as well to inform potential new 
countries willing to enter the GE path. 

Building on the experiences gained in the first year of operation, PAGE partners have started to reflect on financial/ 
budgeting information and started to work on financial analysis to inform future budgeting exercises. Lessons will be built 
into future operational planning starting from the 2015 work plan. 

Donors should agree among themselves on their 
needs in terms of certified financial statements 
and communicate these needs to the PAGE 
Secretariat at the latest during the first quarter 
of 2015. 

An agreement by donors on their needs with respect to certified financial statements and other financial information, as 
well as other reporting requirements, is welcomed very much by the PAGE Secretariat as different ideas have been 
expressed by different donors. Compilation of financial information across five agencies would need advance planning and 
reporting against specific templates included in legal agreements, which can be brought in line with donor requirements 
and UN financial rules and procedures, if those have been clarified.  
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h.) Monitoring and Evaluation 

Recommendations under section 2.7.4 PAGE Management response 
Annual reporting needs to be made on a solid 
results framework and PAGE should discuss with 
its donors what kind of narrative reporting is 
needed.  
 
 

Following the donors’ recommendation to make the PAGE logical framework and theory of change more robust, the PAGE 
partners gathered in a retreat on 14-16 January 2015. Based on retreat work, the partners are currently revising the global 
logframe and theory of change, which will form the basis of all key operational and planning and reporting documents, 
which are currently being developed. All relevant material will be shared with the DSC two weeks prior to the next 
meeting. 

More work is needed to develop and plan based 
on a Theory of Change at country level and the 
global results framework which will then clarify 
reporting and data gathering needs (incl. from 
partner agencies). 

Part of the exercise in the retreat has been an agreement on the elements that PAGE partners use for country level 
planning and the sequencing of steps from country selection to the development of a country specific results framework 
(document in the guidelines for developing a national PAGE partnership). Country results frameworks will link back to the 
log-frame of the overall PAGE programme. This work has been started and will be further refined over the next months. 
The multi-year programme frameworks at the national level developed by PAGE during the Inception Phase will include a 
country specific Theory of Change component.  

 

 

 

i.) Collaboration with Similar Initiatives 

Recommendations under section 2.8 PAGE Management response 
Collaboration and coordination with similar 
initiatives should be a priority for PAGE both at 
the national and global level in order to increase 
synergies and avoid overlap. This can be done 
through sharing program documents and 
organizing joint meetings. 
 

Wherever possible, PAGE looks for opportunities to collaborate with e.g., GGGI, GGKP, SWITCH, PEI, 10 YFP on SCP. This 
also includes organizing joint meetings and events with other initiatives. PAGE also pursues to benefit from other 
initiatives’ existing country-level structures to the extent possible, such is the case with national steering committees. 
 
More specifically, during the inception phase and stocktaking in PAGE countries, PAGE partners identify other actors and 
initiatives in a given country as a starting point to identify complementarities and synergies with other programmes. This is 
for example the case in Mongolia, where collaboration with GGGI, has meant GGGI and PAGE have different sectoral 
focuses. GGGI focusing on energy and waste, while PAGE concentrates on macroeconomic assessments, waste 
management and public procurement. In Burkina Faso and Mauritius, collaboration has been sought with SWITCH Africa 
and PEI. In Burkina a joint workplan has been drafted, and the coordinator will represent both SWITCH and PAGE. 
 

UNEP being a central connection to other related 
initiatives should play an important role in 
ensuring this coordination. 

PAGE partners acknowledge UNEP’s pivotal role at the global level in terms of connections among the agencies, with 
investing partners and other initiatives, given the organization’s global outreach on green economy topics. At the national 
level, PAGE works with designated lead agencies for coordination, with a key role for the appointed national coordinators.  
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4. Conclusions – Taking PAGE Forward into the Post-2015 Framework 

The Inception Review has provided a timely input to our collective reflection on the origins of 

PAGE, how it has evolved, and where it needs to go in order to fully respond to the call at Rio+20 

to support countries in their aspirations to advance greener economies.   While very much still a 

work in progress, the community of practice that has emerged around PAGE – starting with the 

five UN agencies partners – is a compelling reminder of the convening power of the UN system 

and its ability and commitment to mobilize talent and resources in support of countries seeking 

to bring sustainability issues into the heart of national and economic planning.   In this, PAGE 

partners realize they are not acting alone but as part of a broader coalition that extends well 

into civil society and the private sector, change agents who will be instrumental in ushering in 

new pathways to sustainable development and poverty eradication. 

The recommendations of the Inception Review are thus timely and concrete, and position PAGE 

well to respond to the growing demand of analytical and policy support to countries seeking to 

implement green economy policies, particularly against the backdrop of the 2015 development 

agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals.   The primary focus of PAGE going forward is 

providing policy support to create the enabling conditions and national capacities to unlock 

financial flows and draw investments towards inclusive green economy development that 

shoulders the achievement of SDG’s becomes a. Close cooperation with donors and partner 

countries is required to make this a realistic and tangible goal for the 2015-2020 period. 

 


