
Context
The Rio+20 Declaration – The Future We Want – recognized 

a green economy as a vehicle for achieving sustainable 

development and poverty eradication. It called on the 

United Nations to support interested countries in developing 

greener and more inclusive economies. 

In response to this call for action, UNEP, ILO, UNIDO, 

UNITAR and UNDP initiated the Partnership for Action on 

a Green Economy, or PAGE, to address increasing requests 

from countries seeking to develop and implement inclusive 

green economy strategies. PAGE was officially inaugurated 

in March 2014, at its first Global conference held in Dubai, 

United Arab Emirates. 

Since its inception PAGE has started working with Burkina 

Faso, Ghana, Mauritius, Mongolia, Peru, and Senegal. In 

each of these countries, stakeholder workshops and initial 

stock taking exercises inform a country-specific approach, 

reflecting the policy priorities and on-going initiatives to 

which PAGE can provide value added and make a strategic 

contribution.   

In working with and through national partner institutions, 

PAGE aims at strengthening the political leadership and 

managerial capacity to seize the opportunities of a green 

economy. It aspires to invest in “agents of change” among 

national partners who recognize the potential of a different 

and sustainable development pathway. 

Bringing country experiences together and facilitating 

mutual learning and inspiration, PAGE is organizing a two-

day High-Level Policy Forum and Knowledge Fair at the 

occasion of its first global Academy on the Green Economy. 

This event will be hosted by the International Training Centre 

of the International Labour Organisation (ITCILO) from 6 to 

7 October 2014 in Turin, Italy. 

Objective
The High-Level Policy Forum and Knowledge Fair, by 

specifically targeting high-level government officials, 

Friends of PAGE, and staff from partnering and collaborating 

agencies, is designed to contribute to greater understanding 

of shaping and implementing policies and strategies for 

inclusive green economies. It aims at strengthening linkages 

and commitment among all PAGE partners to accelerate 

action on the green economy. 

Participants
•	 High-level Government and non-Government officials 

from current and potential PAGE countries 

•	 Friends of PAGE (investing partners)

•	 Directors and staff of PAGE partnering agencies and 

collaborating organizations

•	 Participants of the Academy on the Green Economy

High-Level Policy Forum and Knowledge Fair 
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MONDAY 6 OCTOBER: “POLICIES AND STRATEGIES FOR ACTION ON GREEN ECONOMY”

08h30 - 09h00 Check-in

09h00 - 09h30 I. Opening remarks 

Ms. Patricia O’Donovan, Director, ITCILO 
Mr. Timothy Kasten, Deputy Director, UNEP/DTIE – on behalf of PAGE

09h30 - 11h00 II. Building a green economy: where do we stand?

This session sets the scene of the Forum by exposing achievements so far made in promoting greener economies but 
also highlights current constraints and challenges in advancing national policy initiatives.

•	 Introduction and facilitation by Mr. Oliver Greenfield, Green Economy Coalition 
•	Contributions by Mr. Achim Steiner, Executive Director, UNEP; Mr. Guy Ryder, Director-General, ILO (through video 

messages) 
•	Panel discussion with:

 – Dr. Salifou Ouedraogo, Minister of Environment and Sustainable Development, Burkina Faso 
 – Mr. Mansour Sy, Minister of Employment and Social Dialogue, Senegal 
 – Dr. Denis Lowe, Minister of Environment and Drainage, Barbados 
 – Mr. Osman Mahomed, Executive Chairman, Mauritius Sustainable Island, Prime Minister Office, Mauritius
 – Dr. Cristiana Pasca Palmer, Head, Environment, Climate Change and Natural Resources Unit, Directorate 

General for Development and Cooperation, European Commission 
 – Ms. Anabella Rosemberg, Policy Advisor, International Trade Union Confederation 
 – Ms. Jacqueline Sauzier, Secretary General, Mauritius Chamber of Agriculture 

11h00 - 11h30 Break

11h30 - 13h00 III. “Green Café”: voicing participants’ views

Based on the panel discussion, this interactive and table-based discussion will enable participants to share their 
experiences and formulate questions to the panellist. 

13h00 - 14h30 Lunch break

14h30 - 16h00 IV. National perspectives: country peer reviews

Countries will present and review their respective experiences and perspectives, facilitated by representatives of 
Friends of PAGE and UN Agencies.

Four parallel sessions: 

•	Mongolia and Peru
•	Burkina Faso and Senegal
•	Ghana and South Africa
•	Barbados and Mauritius.

16h00 - 16h30 Break 

16h30 - 17h30 V.  Sector perspectives: promoting sustainable food systems 

This session will address the scope for sustainable systems of food production and consumption. It will focus on the 
Slow Food movement based in and around Turin, with a major contribution by a high representative from Slow Food.

Panellists (FAO and PAGE countries) will be asked to comment on the presentation by the representative from  
Slow Food

17h30 - 18h00 VI. Conclusions and final remarks

19h30 Departure to venue for dinner

TUESDAY 7 OCTOBER: “SHARING KNOWLEDGE FOR BUILDING JOINT SOLUTIONS”

08h30 - 09h00 Check-in 

09h00 - 09h30 VII. Opening remarks and knowledge fair overview

Contribution by Ms. Sally Fegan-Wyles, Executive Director, UNITAR (through video message) 
Introduction and overview by Oliver Greenfield, Green Economy Coalition and Tom Wambeke, ITCILO

09h30 - 10h30 Round 1 

10h30 - 11h00 Break

11h00 - 12h00 Round 2 

12h00 - 13h00 Round 3 

13h00 - 14h00 Lunch break

14h00 - 15h00 VIII. From Shared Knowledge to Joint Action

How can the newly acquired knowledge and solutions feed into further PAGE country-level institution building and 
result-oriented action on green economy policies? 

This final plenary session will build on suggestions and solicit proposals from PAGE countries and partners for  
forward action.

15h00 - 15h30 IX. Closing session

16h00 - 18h00 Space for PAGE-related meetings at the venue 
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