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ENRTP STRATEGIC COOPERATION AGREEMENT  

ANNEX 4 – PROGRESS PROJECT REPORT  

 

 Reporting Period  01/01/2015 – 31/12/2015 (second report)  

 
 

DESCRIPTION 

 ENRTP Strategic Priority 
i
 Environment for Development   EC Directorate General DG ENV 

UNEP/MEA Programme of 

Work  
 Resource Efficiency 

 Project’s Title  Partnership for Action on Green  Economy (PAGE) 

 Geographic coverage   Global 

 Date of EC Task Manager 

approval of full-fledged 

proposal: 

 28 August 2014 

 Project Start Date  1 September 2014  Project End Date  30 June 2016 

Overall project duration  22 months 

 

 Responsible Entity & Branch 
 Division of Technology, Industry and Economics (DTIE), Economics and Trade Branch 

(ETB) 

 UNEP/MEA Project Manager 

and email address 

 Vera Weick 

 Vera.weick@unep.org 

 EC Task Manager and email 

address 

Hans Stielstra, DG Environment, Hans.Stielstra@ec.europa.eu 

 

 

 Total EC Allocation incl. 

programme support costs 

(EUR) 

 EUR 500,000 

 Co-financing Percentage (%)  20% 

 Co-financing Sources  Republic of Korea, Finland, Norway, Sweden, UNEP (in-kind) 

 

 
1) SUMMARY PROJECT STATUS 

As a response to the Rio+20 outcome document, UNEP initiated a Partnership for Action on Green Economy (PAGE) - 

launched at the UNEP Governing Council in February 2013. PAGE is designed as a multi-year initiative that will deploy 

the expertise of five UN agencies – ILO, UNEP, UNDP, UNIDO and UNITAR – to progressively assist a total of 20 

countries in their efforts to embark on green economy pathways.  

The overall objective – as described in the original PAGE project document - is to create enabling conditions for 

national inclusive green economies in each participating country that result in improved human well-being and social 

equity, while significantly reducing environmental risks and ecological scarcities. Under this objective, the PAGE 

programme is delivering results in four areas:  

1. enabling countries to formulate and adopt inclusive green economy policies (Output 1);  

2. strengthening capacity of national partners to finance and implement inclusive green economy policies, 

including in key sectors in each participating country (Output 2);  

3. developing and making accessible globally relevant tools and training programmes (Output 3);  

4. creating and sharing knowledge on green economy for country level applications (Output 4).   
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The European Commission (EC) funding of Euro 500,000 is a contribution to the larger PAGE programme of currently 

USD 11.7 million provided by different donors (including Norway, Finland, Sweden, Republic of Korea and 

Switzerland) in the time frame 2013-2017. Additional pledges for the period 2016-2020 of USD 15.3 million were 

received from the EC,  Norway and the Republic of Korea. The summary of progress reflects the overall achievements 

of the PAGE programme, while the section on output performance summarises the results specifically related to the 

EC contribution. 

 

Summary of Progress of the PAGE programme: 

Country engagement and delivery (PAGE Programme Outputs 1 and 2) 

2015 has been a year of consolidation, enhanced visibility and outreach, further advancement of country activities 

and enlargement of partnership for PAGE. Since the beginning of the programme in 2013, eight countries have joined 

PAGE (Mongolia, Peru, Senegal, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Mauritius, Jiangsu province of China and South Africa), while 

new partnerships are being actively explored.  

Soon after joining PAGE, the Mongolian Parliament adopted a Green Development Policy (GDP). For its 

operationalization in 2015, PAGE supported a green economy assessment, indicator development and technical 

assistance in five sectors (green building, sustainable public procurement, waste management, GE learning and 

sustainable finance). Mongolian Sustainable Finance Forum was held in November 2015, where PAGE joined forces 

with a number partners and brought together over 400 participants to initiate a green financing framework to 

support green growth in Mongolia. In addition, emerging IGE policy options were discussed with stakeholders during 

PAGE week in June 2015. 

 

In Peru, the Ministries of Environment and Labour launched a green growth accord in May 2014. PAGE  supported the 

development of a green growth strategy and green jobs strategy in 2015 with a green economy assessment and 

consultations on greening regional youth employment. Work was initiated on sustainable trade and green industrial 

development, the latter based on the recommendations of a green industry assessment completed in 2015.   

In Senegal, PAGE supported in 2015 the operationalisation of the ‘Plan Senegal Emergent’, with a GE mapping, 

support for a national strategic orientation document on GE,  and inputs and consultation on the draft green jobs 

strategy and a green industry assessment. Options for effective implementation of GE were discussed with 

stakeholders during the national PAGE week in November 2015. In Mauritius, draft of the National Marshal Plan 

(poverty reduction strategy) has been submitted to the Ministry of Social Integration. Also draft of Public 

Environmental Expenditure Review has been finalised. Progress in Burkina Faso was challenged by political instability 

but, together with the SWTICH Africa Green and the Poverty-Environment Initiative (PEI), PAGE contributed to the 

drafting of five-year plan “SCADD 2 (2016-2020)”. Ghana finalised and launched the Green Economy Assessment at 

the PAGE week in December 2015.  

With South Africa and China (Jiangsu Province) joining in 2015, the partnership is now actively supporting a total of 

eight counties in their green economic transformation. An additional 28 countries have requested support for IGE 

transformation to date and five applications for PAGE support were received after PAGE launched a formal call for 

applications  between 25 September and 25 November 2015. It is expected that three additional countries will join 

PAGE partnership in 2016, depending on availability of resources.   

 

Global capacity building and knowledge sharing (PAGE Programme Outputs 3 and 4) 

In 2015, PAGE advanced green economy learning materials that are a key offer to partner countries, institutions and 

individuals actively involved in policy making, from private sector, civil society and other stakeholders. PAGE outreach 

and capacity building activities further contributed to sharing knowledge and building skills on IGE. More specifically, 

the following activities were undertaken: 

- PAGE held its first Regional Green Economy Forum for Latin America  on 2-6 November 2015 in Cartagena de 

Indias, Colombia,  involving 14 countries and 1 week of training for decision makers on IGE related topics. 

Specifically, the forum contributed towards supporting the analysis, dissemination, and exchange of 

knowledge and experiences, policy instruments, and strategies to promote the adoption of green and 

inclusive economies in Latin America by creating a regional community of practice. 

- The first PAGE Global Forum on Green Economy Learning was held on 16-18 December 2015 in Paris and 

brought together policy-makers, development partners, representatives from education and training 

institutions, NGOs and business associations to identify opportunities for scaling-up green economy learning.  
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- The 7th edition of the Green Economy e-learning course (in English) was completed in the first half of 2015 

(with 58 participants), and the first edition of the Green Economy e-learning course in French was completed 

in the second half of 2015 (with 46 participants).  

At the global level PAGE enhanced its visibility and organized three events during the Sustainable Development 

Summit and High Level Political Forum in New York and the Third International Conference on Financing for 

Development at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. PAGE made great progress in raising the attention of governments to the 

importance of inclusive green economy in achieving SDGs and the 2030 Development Agenda. This extended 

exposure contributed to an increase in the number of countries requesting for PAGE support. Additional 

achievements on PAGE communication and outreach include the circulation of a monthly PAGE newsletter to 

disseminate information on PAGE activities and other green economy initiatives throughout the world and the launch 

of the official website - www.un-page.org. 
 

2) OUTPUT PERFORMANCE                                                                                                              

The EC contribution to PAGE specifically supports PAGE Programme Outputs 3 and 4 at global level on capacity 

building and knowledge creation and sharing, while the results of these activities will feed in and support results at 

country-level  under PAGE Programme Outputs 1 and 2. The EC funding was approved in late August 2014, and after a 

start-up phase in 2014 full scale implementation started in 2015.  

PAGE Programme Outcome  

Enabling conditions for national inclusive green economies in place in each participating country 

PAGE Programme Outputs: 

(For reference) PAGE Output 1:  

Countries are enabled to formulate and adopt inclusive green economy policies 

(For reference) PAGE Output 2:  

Strengthened capacity of national partners to finance and implement inclusive green economy polices, including in 

key sectors in each participating country 

Relevant PAGE Programme Outputs: 

PAGE Output 3:  

Relevant tools and training programmes on green economy are developed and accessible globally 

Sub-output made possible 

with EC seed funding 

Indicators Progress from start of project up to 31 December 2015 

Project output 2: Mapping of 

existing learning materials and 

new training materials 

produced on Inclusive Green 

Economy thematic areas and 

concepts/guidance developed 

for train the trainers and 

scaling up green economy 

learning in a larger number of 

countries.   

- Mapping and 

training material 

and 

concepts/guidanc

e finalized and 

disseminated; 

- Interest and 

needs identified in 

additional  

countries to scale 

up learning on IGE  

 

Under the UNITAR lead, information was collected and 

reviewed on existing green economy training and learning 

materials, with the aim to identify opportunities for PAGE to 

develop future global products. A global online survey, 

completed by 900 individuals, was carried out in the second 

half of 2015 in preparation for the 1st Global Forum on Green 

Economy Learning  to map existing green economy learning 

activities and materials and explore opportunities for 

knowledge sharing and collaboration. Training and learning 

resources identified by the survey results, and in combination 

with feedback from the Green Economy Learning Forum, will 

be shared with the Global Green Growth Knowledge Platform 

(GGKP) to be included in the Learning Materials section of the 

GGKP website. 

 

To support partner countries, a guidance note is under 

preparation on developing green economy learning 

strategies/action plans. Key elements in the process include: 

preparing a green economy learning needs assessment; 

preparing profiles of national learning institutions; 

prioritization against national policies; identifying targeted 
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learning actions to strengthen individual and institutional 

capacities; as well as management, coordination and financing 

arrangements. The guidance note will target stakeholders 

inside and outside government interested in strategic 

approaches to green economy learning. Potential users 

include: 

• Decision-makers in government interested in 

understanding the process and benefits of developing a 

National Green Economy Learning Strategy/Action Plan; 

• Technical staff in Ministries or other institutions 

responsible for organizing the process of developing a 

National Green Economy Learning Strategy/Action Plan; 

• Representatives of education and training institutions and 

non-governmental organisations involved in the 

development and implementation of a National Green 

Economy Learning Strategy/Action Plan; 

• Representatives of the private sector (e.g. employers’ 

organizations and trade unions) and civil society 

interested in green economy learning. 

The methodology for developing green economy learning 

strategies/action plans was developed and pilot-tested in 

Mongolia and Ghana In 2015. Lessons learned from the two 

countries will inform the guidance note which will be drafted 

in the first quarter of 2016. The final note will be completed by 

end of June 2016 taking into account feedback from global and 

national partners. 

 

The ‘PAGE Learning Materials on Advanced Green Economy 

Topics’ complement the ‘PAGE Introductory Learning 

Materials on Inclusive Green Economy’ developed in 2015 

and are in a final stage of development.  They include 15 

learning units, each consisting of 10-17 slides with speakers’ 

notes and references to background materials, available for 

download in PowerPoint and PDF format. The topics of the 

advanced learning materials centre on issues that have 

emerged as topic of interest in PAGE activities in 2014-2015, 

as well as results from the mapping of existing training 

materials. The two areas of focus include: 

• Green economy modelling and policy assessment 

• Specific sectors relevant for policy assessment 

 

Relevant PAGE Programme Outputs: 

PAGE Output 4:  

Knowledge on green economy is created and shared for country-level applications 

Sub-outputs made possible 

with EC seed funding 

Indicators Progress up to 31 December 2015 

Project output 1: Three 

discussion notes on lessons 

learned from country 

experiences on the 

formulation and adoption of 

inclusive green economy 

policies 

- Discussion notes 

finalized and 

disseminated 

- PAGE country 

approaches 

adapted to reflect 

lessons learned 

and strategic next 

step entry points 

Under the UNDP lead, eight country studies (Kyrgyzstan, 

Tajikistan, Bangladesh, Vietnam, Peru, Ethiopia, Kenya, and 

Rwanda) are in final stages of completion. These countries 

include a range of country typologies across several regions, 

reflecting different GE priorities, challenges and opportunities. 

In some of the countries GE activities (PAGE and otherwise) 

are already being supported. The country studies assess how 

integrated development approaches are supporting the 

transition to greener, more inclusive economies and achieving 
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in partner 

countries 

 

broader sustainable development objectives. The Global 

Synthesis Report on Integrated Planning and the SDGs-

Challenges and Opportunities, based on the 8 country studies 

has been finalised and is being designed for printing and 

dissemination. The lessons learnt from these studies are being 

used for PAGE planning in existing and future countries 

especially on integrated planning for a green economic 

transitions to achieve national development goals. The country 

studies and synthesis report will be disseminated electronically 

through the PAGE web-site, email lists, and by each individual 

PAGE member websites and e-mail networks. The findings 

from the report  will inform the ongoing work in existing PAGE 

countries and will be highlighted at upcoming global events. 

 

Project output 3: Prototype of 

an inclusive green economy 

index or dashboard of 

indicators 

 

- Consultations 

with officials from 

various countries 

and technical 

experts on a core 

set of indicators 

for the index 

- Construction of 

index prototype 

and generating 

results with the 

model 

 

UNEP is developing a Green Economy Progress (GEP) 

measurement framework to help countries evaluate their 

overall progress towards an inclusive green economy and to 

allow cross-country comparison of efforts. This framework is 

complementary to UNEP’s green economy indicators 

framework developed earlier, which focuses on using different 

types of indicators at different stages of a stylised 

policymaking cycle. 

 

Two technical consultative workshops were organized on 17 

April and 25 June 2015 to present the conceptual framework 

and a first prototype of the index. Based on expert 

consultation workshops, a draft for consultation of a working 

paper on the Green Economy Progress measurement 

framework was shared with PAGE partners, GGKP and 

workshop participants. It was also made available online on 

UNEP’s Green Economy Initiative website in October 2015.
1
 

After reviewing the many comments received, UNEP will 

finalise a report on the GEP measurement framework, 

outlining  conceptual framework, the Green Economy Progress 

(GEP) index and the dashboard of indicators  in early 2016. The 

final version of the GEP measurement framework will also be 

aligned with the current discussions of the Inter Agency Expert 

Group on  SDG indicators. 

 

Project output 4: PAGE 

operational guidance on 

coordination and joint 

programme management 

 

PAGE Operational 

Guidelines for 

country level 

operations 

Under the lead of UNITAR, the Guidance Note ‘Planning and 

Implementing a National PAGE Partnership’ was completed in 

2015 and is available in print and on PAGE website
2
. The 

document serves as a resource for national governments and 

institutions undertaking PAGE-supported analysis and policy 

reform, as well as international partners engaged in PAGE and 

green economy action. The note seeks to support sound 

project planning with the goal that PAGE-supported activities 

are fully integrated within relevant national processes, owned 

by national institutions, and effectively coordinated with 

ongoing and planned national and international activities. 

Specific elements covered in this document include the 

following: 

• Scope, objectives and intended results of a national PAGE 

                                                
1
 http://www.unep.org/greeneconomy/Portals/88/documents/research_products/GEP-Working-paper-Draft-for-consultation.pdf 
2
 http://www.un-page.org/files/public/page_country_guidance_note.pdf 
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partnership 

• Key phases of a national PAGE partnership and relevant 

planning 

• Guidance for results-based planning at the programme 

and project level 

• Resources and support available from international PAGE 

partners 

• Project management 

• Monitoring and evaluation 

 

A PAGE operational manual is under development, including 

detailed information on administrative, finance and planning 

procedures that are mainly relevant for staff in the five PAGE 

partner agencies and national PAGE coordinators.  

 

3) CHALLENGES, MANAGEMENT ACTIONS, RISK MITIGATION PLAN                                                                        
 

In mid-2015, UNEP transitioned its fund management to a new Enterprise Resource Management system – called 

UMOJA  - as part of the commitment that the UN Secretary General made to UN Member States. This transition - and 

related teething problems-  has led to delays in the processing of agreements with partners as well as disbursement 

of funds for other activities under this project. As a result of this, the project duration has been extended up to June 

2016 to ensure that all activities under the project can be completed.  

 

PAGE had originally set itself an ambitious target of supporting 30 countries by 2020, but the engagement with 30 

countries with an integrated offer of five UN agencies turned out to be a challenge. Taking into account the lessons 

learnt from country engagement, funding prospects and capacities of partner agencies, PAGE has revised the target to 

20 countries by 2020. To reach this target, PAGE needs to mobilise resources in addition to the commitments from 

the existing funding partners. For this purpose, a detailed operational strategy has been developed for the period 

2016-2020 with a resource mobilisation plan.  

 

Sustainability of PAGE support beyond project period is a common challenge faced by country assistance projects 

with external support. To ensure sustainability and scale up country support for the implementation of national 

development plans, PAGE aims to develop long-term country support strategies by extending and deepening existing 

partnerships, mobilise private sector and develop individual and institutional capacities in target countries. As a next 

step towards developing such a programme, PAGE plans to undertake an analysis of the bottlenecks for the 

implementation of Mongolia’s Green Development Policy in consultation with Government and development 

partners. Based on this analysis a programme document could be developed, building on the current PAGE support,  

as well as the work undertaken by other development partners.  

 

 

 

4) OUTCOME SUMMARY                                                                                                                

 

For the EC funded activities no specific outcome statements have been developed given that the funding provided 

contributes to the overall outcomes and outputs of the PAGE programme. As mentioned in section 1) the contribution 

specifically supports the PAGE outputs on global capacity building and knowledge creation and sharing.  

 

PAGE programme output 3: Relevant tools and training programmes on green economy are developed and 

accessible globally 

 

Programme indicators:  

- Number of training modules on green economy (including sectoral policy tools) compiled and peer reviewed based 

on existing materials 

- Number of green economy learning programmes developed and delivered at the global level 

- Percentage of participants using knowledge and skills acquired from the PAGE training activities  
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The specific output under this project (project output 2) is contributing to the development of training modules on 

green economy and the development of green learning programmes at country level. The following activities were 

completed or initiated in 2015:  

 

• Collection and review of existing green economy training and learning materials including a global online survey, 

completed by 900 individuals, to map existing green economy learning activities and materials and explore 

opportunities for knowledge sharing and collaboration. 

• A guidance note under preparation to support partner countries in developing green economy learning 

strategies/action plans. The main target group for this are policy-makers, technical staff in ministries or other 

institutions, representatives of education and training institutions and non-governmental organisations, and 

representatives of the private sector. 

•  A methodology for developing green economy learning strategies/action plans developed and pilot-tested in 

Mongolia and Ghana In 2015. 

 

PAGE programme output 4: Knowledge on green economy is created and shared for country-level applications 

 

Programme indicators:  

- PAGE communication materials available in multiple languages 

- A virtual platform/network and a web portal developed and kept up-to-date  

- Number of institution joining the PAGE network  

- Number of PAGE publications 6 per year over 7 years 

- Number of dialogues (global / regional): 1 global/2 years; 2 regional/year 

- Number of requests from PAGE reference materials and knowledge products  

 

The specific outputs related under this project (project outputs 1, 3 and 4) are contributing to the development of 

PAGE publications which support country level implementation. Publications in the final stages include a) eight 

country studies (Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Bangladesh, Vietnam, Peru, Ethiopia, Kenya, and Rwanda)  and the global 

synthesis report on integrated planning and the SDGs-challenges and opportunities, based on 8 country studies c)  

working paper, outlining  conceptual framework, the Green Economy Progress (GEP) index and the dashboard of 

indicators, which will also take into account the SDG indicators in the final version.  

 

5) PROJECT IMPACT 
N/A 
 

6) INTER-LINKAGES AND SYNERGIES WITH OTHER PROJECTS FROM SAME UNEP SUB-
PROGRAMME/MEA SECRETARIAT FUNDED FROM DG ENV AND DG DEVCO ENRTP SCAS                                        

 

The project is directly linked to an earlier ENRTP funded project on ‘Measuring the Green Economy Transformation’ 

which ended in October 2014. The project output for the development of a prototype of an inclusive green economy 

index or a dashboard of indicators builds on the results of the earlier project and takes those into the broader 

interagency collaboration under PAGE. The project can also draw on the lessons learned from the ‘GE-Trade 

Opportunities Projects and Regional Green Economy Initiatives’ funded by DG DEVCO in the Caribbean and Africa and 

bring elements of this work in the development of training material and the documentation of lessons learned from 

country experiences on the formulation and adoption of inclusive green economy policies.  

 

In addition to the specific outputs under this project, PAGE has developed models for cooperation, collaboration and 

synchronisation of activities with other initiatives such as Poverty Environment Initiative (PEI), UN REDD, SWITCH 

Africa and Asia, 10 YFP, Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI), and Green Economy Collation (GEC) in organising joint 

events, developing  joint workplans, strengthening common platforms for a coordinated country delivery.   

 

In Mongolia, for example, PAGE coordinates with the GGGI on the Green Buildings work stream, with SWITCH Asia 

and 10YFP on sustainable public procurement and with UNEP Finance Initiative on mobilising domestic finance. 

Recently, collaboration with PEI, UN-REDD and FAO has gained new momentum in Mongolia. In Burkina Faso, PAGE, 

PEI and SWITCH Africa are delivering results under a joint country programme. In Mauritius, PAGE and SWITCH Africa 

hired a joint coordinator and SWITCH is financing ‘greening’ of six sectors that were identified in the Green Economy 

Assessment. In Peru, collaboration with UN-REDD is getting stronger and China WWF is partnering with PAGE to 

deliver on results.  
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In 2015, global and regional learning and capacity building activities brought together members from a number of 

partner initiatives and countries. PAGE held its first Regional Green Economy Forum for Latin America in Cartagena de 

Indias, Colombia in November 2015 where all PAGE agencies as well as other partners (GIZ, CEPAL, IISD, GGGI, SIDA) 

contributed with their knowhow and expertise. Additionally, the first PAGE Global Forum on Green Economy Learning 

was held in December 2015 in Paris and brought together policy-makers, development partners, representatives from 

education and training institutions, NGOs and business associations to identify opportunities for scaling-up green 

economy learning. The event was organized by PAGE in collaboration with the Green Growth Knowledge Platform 

(GGKP), the OECD and the UNESCO-UNEVOC International TVET Centre. 

 

7) RESOURCES AND BUDGET 

 

From the total amount of EURO 500,000 funding available: 

EURO 4,108 were used in 2014; 

EURO 470,035 were allocated for 2015 (final expenditure report pending); 

EURO 25,875 are allocated to complete activities in the first half of 2016. 

 

Interagency agreements with UNITAR and UNDP, the two main implementing partners in this project, were signed 

and disbursed in 2015. 

  

8) VISIBILITY 

The current activities supported by the EC directly benefited from the overall visibility of PAGE in 2015 including 

through the three high-level side events organized during the Sustainable Development Summit and High Level 

Political Forum in New York, and Third International Conference on Financing for Development at Addis Ababa, 

Ethiopia. Klaus Rudishchhauser, Deputy Director-General for Policy and Thematic Coordination, DG DEVCO, EC, 

participated in the high level event during the Sustainable Development Summit in New York.  

Moreover, a monthly PAGE newsletter has been developed in 2015 to disseminate information on PAGE activities and 

other green economy initiatives throughout the world. The newsletter has already disseminated 7 issues commencing 

in May 2015 and currently reaches an audience of over 1,700 subscribers with aims for continued expansion in 2016. 

PAGE also launched the official website - www.un-page.org - in 2015. This provides a platform to share information 

on PAGE and PAGE Partners to the general public as well as a resource for partners through the website log-in feature. 

An updated PAGE flyer was produced with logos of all funding partners, including the EC’s logo. 

 

In 2015, UNEP organised two workshops on the GEP index, bringing together UNEP researchers with a wide range of 

experts on indicators (including PAGE partners, GGKP, OECD and NGO representatives). The work on the GEP 

measurement framework was also presented at the final NETGREEN conference, entitled ‘Accelerating the transition 

to a green economy in Europe: National/regional strategies and the new Sustainable Development Goals’, held in 

Brussels in October 2015
3
.  The final draft of the GEP paper will be advertised through the PAGE and GGKP 

newsletters and will be made available on UNEP, GGKP and PAGE websites.   

 

9) FINAL REMARKS AND WAY FORWARD 

 
a. WORK PLAN FOR THE NEXT REPORTING PERIOD: 

 

EC funded Project Output I: Lessons learned from country experiences on the formulation and adoption of inclusive 

green economy policies 

The results of eight country studies and global synthesis report will inform PAGE work in existing and future partner 

countries. These studies and synthesis report on integrated planning will be disseminated electronically through the 

PAGE web-site, email lists, and by each individual PAGE member websites and e-mail networks. UNDP will share hard 

and soft copies of the synthesis report through its global network of country offices. Each of the eight UNDP country 

offices that have produced a national study are already organising various launches and discussions of the report. In 

                                                
3
 The presentation on the GEP measurement framework can be found here: https://www.ceps.eu/events/accelerating-transition-

green-economy-europe-national-regional-strategies-and-new-sustainable 
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addition, the findings from the report are/will be used by the PAGE technical team across its work, including through 

ongoing work in existing PAGE countries (e.g. in Peru), and to identify and assess new PAGE candidate countries, 

including Kyrgyz Republic. Findings from the report will also be highlighted at potential upcoming PAGE events, 

including at the second session of the United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA-2) and the High Level Political 

Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF). 

 

EC funded Project Output II: Global Inclusive Green Economy Advanced Training Package 

The draft of all learning units will be shared with the PAGE technical team in early 2016 for review and revision. The 

documents will be finalised by the end of project period in June 2016 and made publically available on the PAGE 

website, as well as on the UNITAR website through an interactive online tool. Advanced Green Economy topics for 

policy assessment include green economy modelling, macroeconomic assessments, green jobs assessments, green 

industry assessments, and synergies and opportunities for integrated assessments. Sectoral topics focus on greening 

of agriculture, forest, waste, water, energy, manufacturing, building, transport and tourism sectors.  

The training and learning resources identified by the survey results, and in combination with feedback from the Green 

Economy Learning Forum, will be shared with the GGKP to be included in the learning materials section of the GGKP 

website. 

In order to explore opportunities for strengthening basic understanding of the green economy concept in countries 

beyond the existing partnership, UNITAR will implement the following activities in 2016: 

• Brief survey to explore possible interest of countries in introductory green economy learning among 

countries that submitted an application for PAGE (February 2016) 

• Initial needs analysis on what type of learning would be of interest (March 2016) 

• Concept note exploring possible action by PAGE and other partners to scale up green economy learning at 

the national level, beyond existing target countries (April 2016). 

 

EC funded Project Output III: Developing a prototype of an inclusive green economy index or a dashboard of 

indicators 

The final version of the GEP measurement framework paper is expected to be complete in June 2016. The publication 

will include the presentation of the narrative on Inclusive Green Economy, the criteria for indicators selection, the 

theoretical framework as well as the first results of the prototype for the 89+ countries in the sample. It will also give 

a detailed description, by indicator, of how countries have achieved their targets, taking into account thresholds set 

within planetary boundaries. The selection of indicators in the GEP measurement framework will be aligned with the 

headline indicators for the SDGs. Moreover, the flexibility of the theoretical framework allows to track progress based 

on indicators that reflect country priorities and are country-specific. The next step of this project will thus be to apply 

the GEP measurement framework at the country level in all PAGE countries based on their national priorities, their 

indicators of progress towards an IGE transformation and SDG targets. For example, the introduction of the GEP 

measurement framework is planned to support Mongolia’s Green Development Plan and green indicators strategy in 

2016. 

 

EC funded Project Output IV: Guidelines for strengthening PAGE delivery as One UN at the country level 

Based on donor inception review, PAGE Partners retreat in 2015, and lessons learnt from country implementation, 

PAGE Operational Strategy for 2016-2020 is in final stages of development. The strategy benefited from detailed 

discussions and comments from all funding partners and PAGE agencies during several Technical Team, Management 

Board, and Steering Committee meetings in 2015. Building on these discussions and PAGE operational strategy, a 

guidance document ‘Planning and Implementing a National PAGE Partnership: Guidance Note for PAGE Partner 

Countries’ has been finalised and is available in print and on PAGE website. The Guidance Note is being utilised by 

existing PAGE partner countries and will serve an important document for future partner countries.  

The PAGE operational manual is under development. A draft outline of the manual was developed in 2015 and 

approved by the PAGE technical team. An experienced international consultant has been identified to draft the 

content of the manual based on existing documentation, guidance by the PAGE Secretariat and UNITAR, as well as 

inputs by global and national PAGE partners. A draft manual is expected to be available in early 2016 for review by the 

PAGE technical team. 
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b. FINAL REMARKS 

 

Alongside Norway, Switzerland and the Republic of Korea, the EC participated in undertaking an early inception 

review of PAGE from September to November 2014, to identify the partnership’s potential to scale up funding in the 

future. All PAGE partners participated in the review, which involved a desk review of PAGE operational and 

programmatic documents, as well as a series of interviews with PAGE partners and the first partner countries (Peru 

and Mongolia). Based on the recommendations from this early inception review, PAGE partners have strengthened 

the logical framework and theory of change of the PAGE programme, introduced a more structured results 

framework and developed the operational strategy for 2016-2020. Concerning activities under PAGE Programme 

Outputs 3 and 4, which are the focus of the current EC funding, the PAGE partners have taken into the account the 

recommendation that country needs remain the priority when developing and delivering research and training 

products. For 2016, PAGE has initiated a mid-term evaluation, which will review the initial progress and result in 

further lessons and recommendations for the future of the PAGE programme.  

A preliminary lesson from this specific project is to have a clearer focus in the project design in line with the amount 

of funding provided. Current project design tries to integrate different work streams into one project, with each one 

of them being a very valuable contribution to the overall PAGE programme. However, having these different work 

streams advance on the same time line with the original 1 year project frame was a challenge. With extension of the 

project duration, the completion of different work stream and integration with the overall PAGE programme has 

become more feasible.  

 

9) ANNEXES:  

UNEP/MEA Project Manager: _________23.2.2016___ _________ 

 

UNEP Sub-Programme Coordinator / ENRTP Focal point in MEA Secretariat: ______________________________ 

 

 

                                                
i
 ENRTP Strategic Priorities: 
 
Priority 1. Climate change and Sustainable energy 
1.1. Climate Change Adaptation (including the Global Climate Change Alliance) 
1.2. Climate Change mitigation, in particular REDD, LEDS and technology transfer 
1.3. Sustainable energy 
 

Priority 2. Environment for Development 

2.1. Biodiversity, forest conservation and desertification 
2.2. Forest Governance and FLEGT 
2.3. Green economy 
 

Priority 3. Strengthening environment and climate governance 

3.1. External Environment Policy 
3.2. External Climate Policy 
3.3. Support for mainstreaming and promoting governance and transparency for natural resource management, including water 
 
 
DG DEVCO SCA 
DG CLIMA in collaboration with DG DEVCO 
DG ENV SCA covers the ENRTP priority 3.1. 

 


