
 Concept Outline: 
Scaling for a Sustainable Economic Future 

Challenge 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In September 2015, the United Nations Member States unanimously adopted a 
bold new agenda to end poverty by 2030 and to pursue a sustainable future. At 
its core are a set of 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) that provide an 
historic opportunity to place sustainability at the heart of economic policies and 
practices. The SDGs reflect a recognition that the three dimensions of 
sustainable development are interdependent and that a full range of actors and 
initiatives must be engaged to achieve success.     

Pursuing a green economy is a key part of the solution. At the Rio+20 Conference 
governments explicitly recognized that a green economy reflects a powerful 
means of fostering economic development while preserving the natural assets 
on which our well-being relies. Achieving this economic transformation in 
support of the SDGs will require an exceptional scaling up of collaboration and 
the collective effort of the policy, business, and finance communities.  

Response 

 

The Green Growth Knowledge Platform (GGKP) is uniquely positioned to take on 
this challenge.  The Platform was established by the four leading green economy 
organizations (the Global Green Growth Institute, the OECD, UN Environment, and 
the World Bank) and now reflects the largest global community of organizations 
and experts dedicated to a sustainable economic transformation through 
collaborative knowledge generation, management and sharing. 

To stimulate the economic change required, the Platform seeks to scale its 
activities in two important ways. The first is to expand its successful “Platform” 
approach for engaging and supporting communities of practice to the industry 
and finance communities. Like the original platform which focuses on the policy 
community, these parallel platforms will provide the industry and finance 
communities with the latest knowledge, information, best practices, and data in 
an effort to catalyse a much larger impact. The new platforms will also build on 
the GGKP’s success in catalysing and supporting global efforts to address 
critical knowledge and data gaps and stimulate collaborative project delivery.  

Second, the GGKP will build on the knowledge foundation of the three parallel 
platforms to facilitate an online expert network. The expert network will allow 
policy, industry and finance actors to focus their collective intelligence in the 
pursuit of green growth. Members of these communities will be able to interact 
with each other as peers and address common challenges, pursue joint 
opportunities, build expertise, and advance the green economy transition. This 
network will build on the GGKP Virtual Policy Solutions Centre and Expert 
Connect service which offers developing country governments, and those 
institutions and experts supporting them, direct access to pro bono advice from 
over 30 leading global experts on a range of green growth themes. 

Impact potential  The new industry and finance platforms will be built and managed with the 
leading institutions from these respective communities. The Green Industry 
Platform is currently managed by the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organisation (UNIDO), a GGKP Knowledge Partner. It was launched at the Rio+20 
Conference and has developed a network of more than 200 businesses, industry 
associations, and international organisations. UNIDO has approached the GGKP 
to take over management of the platform. This provides a strategic opportunity 
to draw these two critical communities together. 

For the finance platform, the GGKP will partner with the UN Environment Inquiry 
into the Design of a Sustainable Financial System (Inquiry) initiative. The aim will 
be to build global momentum for greening the finance sector by providing a 
platform where the latest knowledge, best practices and tools related to green 



finance policies, regulations, standards, and norms can be developed, mapped, 
collected, and shared.   

 As noted above, however, transformative on-the-ground change requires 
collective action among the three communities. To date, even large green 
economy efforts have often been “siloed” in a single community. In response, the 
project will build on the knowledge foundation created by the three platforms to 
catalyse an on-line global network of policy, industry, and finance experts.  

The initiative has set a target of 30,000-50,000 experts engaged in the network 
within 3 years. With this number of participants, the scale of engagement and 
collaboration around the creation of a green economy will be unprecedented. The 
network will provide the ability to create public and private groups. In public 
groups, green economy practitioners can share and discuss insights on specific 
sectors, themes and issues. In private groups, colleagues can collaborate daily 
on particular challenges or projects. The potential impact spans the globe: a 
solar investor in Africa could inquire about specifications from an expert in Latin 
America; a policymaker in Asia could seek out advice on  carbon markets from 
businesses in Europe. With individuals from around the world sharing knowledge 
and working together, the impact of the initiative could be transformational.  

Strategic 
alignment with 
PAGE 

 
 
 
 

The creation of dedicated policy, industry and finance platforms and the 
facilitation of a global network actively sharing challenges and solutions provides 
a strategic opportunity to create momentum and scale the impact of the 
Partnership for Action on Green Economy (PAGE).  

PAGE is committed to putting sustainability at the heart of economic 
policymaking and practices through the expertise and on-the-ground 
engagement of five UN agencies (UN Environment, International Labour 
Organization, UN Development Programme, UN Industrial Development 
Organization, and the UN Institute for Training and Research).  

PAGE and the GGKP already actively collaborate in the development of the GGKP 
Virtual Policy Solutions Centre and Expect Connect service. The proposed GGKP 
build-out provides a unique opportunity to build on this partnership and scale the 
impact of PAGE activities in three key ways:  

Broadening and deepening institutional and expert engagement – the creation of 
the green economy global network will allow PAGE to easily identify and engage 
with the critical institutions and experts from the policy, industry and finance 
communities in its project delivery. 

Sharing and magnifying best practices and lessons learned with a global, multi-
disciplinary audience – PAGE efforts are leading to tangible change in many 
countries and the dedicated GGKP web platforms and global network will ensure 
the lessons learned and best practices from these efforts are amplified. 
Moreover, PAGE will have the opportunity to create closed working groups 
through the on-line network so partner countries can actively share information. 

Collaborating and coordinating delivery with other leading organizations and 
initiatives – the GGKP is a neutral platform made up of the 56 leading institutions 
and initiatives, including all of the PAGE agencies, which are actively promoting a 
green economy. Access to this broad partnership will allow PAGE to efficiently 
collaborate and coordinate its activities with other key global actors.   

Funding sought The minimum cost of developing, facilitating and maintaining the three platforms 
and the on-line network is approximately US$1,100,000 per year. To date, 
approximately US$430,000 per year has been secured. Given this, the total gap in 
funding to support the platforms is US$670,000 per year for a total of 
US$2,010,000 for three years.  

 


